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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Contact: Jamilah Salim, 731-423-0627, jsalim@bgcjmc.org 

GREAT FUTURES START HERE: EXCEPTIONAL Jackson TEEN WINS 
YOUTH OF THE YEAR HONOR FOR the Boys & Girls Club of Jackson-Madison County

Kelcie Pickens to Now Vie for State Title and Scholarship

Selected among several local outstanding youth, Kelcie Pickens will compete against other Boys & Girls Club members for the Tennessee Youth of the Year title and a $1,000 college scholarship from Tupperware Brands Corporation. As the new Youth of the Year for Boys & Girls Club of Jackson-Madison County, 14-year old Kelcie is a true example of an extraordinary young woman recognized by Boys & Girls Clubs of America (BGCA) for her sound character, leadership skills and willingness to give back to the community.

                Being named Youth of the Year is the highest honor a Boys & Girls Club member can receive. As BGCA’s premier youth recognition program, Youth of the Year recognizes outstanding contributions to a member’s family, school, community and Boys & Girls Club, as well as overcoming personal challenges and obstacles. Youth of the Year encourages Club members to reach their full potential by achieving academic success, leading healthy lifestyles and contributing to their communities. Youth of the Year honorees are shining examples and living proof that great futures start at Boys & Girls Clubs.

At Rose Hill Middle School, Kelcie is the 4-H Club President and a member of the Beta Club. She is known among her peers and teachers as a natural-born leader, an excellent student, and an overall impressive contributor to the student body.   Her extracurricular activities also include playing soccer, being a member of the dance team, and a percussion player in the band.  

Kelcie has been a Club member for four years and definitely has ownership in the Club.  At the Club, she is the president of the Torch Club and has led the group in fundraisers.  She serves as a most trusted Club member, answering phones, signing in her fellow Club members, and helping monitor and engage younger members.  During the summer, she assists as a lunch monitor, helping with passing out lunches and creating bulletin boards. 

Kelcie’s major long–term goal is to become a chef. This intense interest has led her to apply and be accepted to a specialized culinary arts program at Liberty High School.  This short-term goal of acceptance to this program will aid in accomplishing her career aspirations.  By maintaining excellent grades and fostering great relationships with the staff and faculty at her current school, she guaranteed her spot in the program.  

If Kelcie wins at the state competition, she will compete for the title of Southeast Region Youth of the Year and an additional $10,000 scholarship from Tupperware Brands, the recognition program’s national sponsor. Five regional winners will advance to Washington, D.C., in September 2011, to compete for the title of BGCA’s National Youth of the Year. The National Youth of the Year will receive an additional scholarship of up to $50,000 from The Rick and Susan Goings Foundation and will have the opportunity to meet with the President of the United States in the White House.

About Boys & Girls Clubs of America - For more than 100 years, Boys & Girls Clubs of America (www.bgca.org) has enabled young people, especially those who need Clubs most, to reach their full potential as productive, caring, responsible citizens. Today, some 4,000 Boys & Girls Clubs serve more than 4.2 million young people through Club membership and community outreach. Clubs can be found throughout the country and on U.S. military installations worldwide, providing young people 6-18 years old with guidance-oriented character development programs conducted by trained, professional staff. Key programs emphasize leadership development; education and career exploration; community service; technology training; financial literacy; health and life skills; the arts; sports, fitness and recreation; and family outreach. In a Harris Survey of alumni, 57 percent said the Club saved their lives. National headquarters are located in Atlanta. 
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